Meeting Date: March 3, 2026
Agenda Item No.19
Batch No. 01

From:

To: CV Live Data Rol!rt Johnson; Shandel Menezes (NBCUniversal); NBC Jeanette Quezada; "KGTV 10 Olivia
GonzalesBritt; NBC 7 San Diego; CBS News 8 San Diego; KPBS San Diego; KUSI ch 9 San Diego; ABC 10 San
Diego; Fox 5 69 San Diego; News Fox Cable Insider; KOGO Carl DeMaio (Reform California KOGO DeMaio
Report); sdnews.com; La Prensa San Diego; La Prensa San Diego; San Diego UT Senior Editor; San Diego UT
Community Op Ed; Times of San Diego; Voice of San Diego; Imperial Beach Eagle-Times; Chula Vista Star News;
News Chula Vista Live Data; News Chula Vista Today; Editor-The Alpine Sun; East County Californian (based in El
Cajon; East County Magazine; Borrego Springs Sun; KOCT-TV Oceanside; Coronado Times; News Coronado
Eagle Joumal; La Jolla Light Editor; Editor, del mar times; Coast News Group (Solana Beach; News Encinitas
Advocate; Rancho Santa Fe Review; Carlsbad Coast News (also San Marcos Vista & Oceanside; The Paper
Weekly San Marcos; The Vista Press; Escondido Times-Advocate; Village News

Cc: Lawson-Remer, Terra; BOS, District1Community; MontgomerySteppe, Monica; Supervisor Joel Anderson District
2; Desmond, Jim; FGG, Public Comment; Sen. Padilla Legislative Director:; Chief of Staff; Legislative Director;
Chief of Staff; Legislative Director; Chief of Staff; Legislative Director; Chief of Staff; CA Asmbly Laurie Davies
(74); CA Asmbly Carl DeMaio (75); CA Asmbly Darshana Patel (76); CA Asmbly Tasha Boemer (77); CA Asmbly
Ward (78); assemblymember.sharpcollins@assembly.ca.gov; CA Asmbly David Alvarez (80 CV); CA Senator
Blakespear (38); CA Senator Brian Jones (40); CA Senator Kelly Seyarto (32); CA Senator Steve Padilla (18);
Coronado Mayor John Duncan; Del Mar Mayor Terry Gaasterland; Encinitas Mayor Bruce Ehlers; Lemon Grove
Mayor Alysson Snow; Oceanside CA Mayor Esther Sanchez; SD Mayor Todd Gloria; Santee Mayor John Minto;
Chula Vista Mayor John McCann; La Mesa Mayor Mark A.; El Cajon Mayor Bill Wells; Escondido Mayor Dane
White; Vista CA Mayor John Franklin; Carlsbad CA Mayor Keith Blackburn; Solana Beach Mayor Lesa Heebner;
Imperial Beach Mayor Mitch McKay 2025-; San Marcos CA Mayor Rebecca Jones; Nationa! City Mayor Ron
Morrison; Mayoral Aide Josie Flores-Clark; Mayor Steve Vaus-Poway

Subject: [External] WE DESERVE A DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE PARTY WHERE ALL CAN JOIN IN

Date: Friday, February 13, 2026 4:28:38 PM

Dear Newspeople and Readers,

On Tue. Feb. 10, the Board of Supervisors decided to hold a Declaration of
Independence party but amended the agenda item 15 to accept only donations
adhering to their own views.

This reminds me of the California Loyalty Oath controversy, where UC in 1950 made
its employees take an oath, in addition to the California Constitution Article 20 Sec. 3
oath of office, to not support an organization that advocates the overthrow of the US
government (my father was against the extra oath.) However, Sec. 3 adds that no
other oath, declaration, or test, shall be required as a qualification for any public office
or employment (including of the County.) It reminds me of McCarthyism, too.

These movements were rejected, and | do not think we want to go near that slippery
slope again, yet this sounds like a loyalty test.

America was founded on tolerance. Whether there are bumps in the road, like
government violence, or subjective discrimination, or corporate excesses, is not the
issue.

The County’s motto is “The noblest motive is the public good’ — that is service to the
entire County. How can we have public engagement if we shut out people who want
to donate but do not agree with everything its leaders do (which must be a lot of the



County)?

Agenda item 15, which begins the planning, now says ‘accept donations from...only
organizations which demonstrate alignment with the County’s strategic plan and
support for the County’s values of inclusion, equal opportunity, and support for
immigrant communities, LGTBQ+ communities, tribal nations and indigenous groups,
and other historically underserved populations’ which is subjective and sounds pretty
bureaucratic — might even give legitimate groups pause to think about donating to
such an exclusionary party.

So will this be another witch hunt?

Then, for the actual party, they want to ‘incorporate meaningful community
engagement...” with emphasis on the above groups, but then, they want to promote
‘broad and inclusive participation...” anyway. Sounds like unnecessary busywork in
an overworked bureaucracy, and perhaps even an Unvitation.

My suggestion is to repeal the ordinance as amended (agenda item 15) and have a
party untrammeled by the time and expense of singling out specific belief systems,
but have a mandatory lecture and discussion (1/2 hour each) on compromise and
tolerance. Or maybe just repeal and go back to the original without all the ridiculous
loyalty tests.

Let’s heal this County and set an example for others. Let’s not continue an artificial
divide where there should be none.

Regards,

Paul Henkin



From: Andres Wong

To: CV Live Data Robert Johnson; Menezes, Shandel (NBCUniversal); NBC Jeanette Quezada; “"KGTV 10 Olivia
GonzalesBritt; NBC 7 San Diego; CBS News 8 San Diego; KPBS San Diego; KUSI ch 9 San Diego; ABC 10 San
Diego; Fox 5 69 San Diego; News Fox Cable Insider; Carl DeMaio; sdnews.com; La Prensa San Diego; La Prensa
San Diego; San Diego UT Senior Editor; San Diego UT Community Op Ed; Times of San Diego; Voice of San
Diego; Imperial Beach Eagle-Times; Chula Vista Star News; News Chula Vista Today; Editor-The Alpine Sun;
based in El Cajon; East County Magazine; Borrego Springs Sun; KOCT-TV Oceanside; Coronado Times; La Jolla
Light Editor; del mar times; Solana Beach; News Encinitas Advocate; Rancho Santa Fe Review; The Paper Weekly
San Marcos; The Vista Press; Escondido Times-Advocate; Village News; News KOGO Carl DeMaio (Chairman
Reform California KOGO DeMaio Report); News KOGO Carl DeMaio (Chairman Reform California KOGO DeMaio
Report); News Coast News Group; News Fox 5 69 San Diego; News KUSI Logan Byrnes; News KUSI Lauren
Phinney; News KUSI Mark Mathis; News KUST Paul Rudy; News KUSI Teresa Sardina; News KUSI Diane Tuazon;
News KUST Ed Lenderman

Cc: Lawson-Remer, Terra; BOS, DistrictlCommunity; MontgomerySteppe, Monica; Supervisor Joel Anderson District
2; Desmond, Jim; FGG, Public Comment; Sen. Padilla Legislative Director:; Chief of Staff; Legislative Director;
Chief of Staff; Leqislative Director; Chief of Staff; Legislative Director; Chief of Staff; CA Rep (74) Laurie Davis;
CA Asmbly Carl DeMaio (75); CA Asmbly Darshana Patel (76); CA Rep (77) Tasha Boerner-Horvath; CA Rep (78)
Christopher Ward; assemblymember.sharpcollins@assembly.ca.gov; CA Rep (80) David Alvarez; CA Senator (38)
Catherine Blakespear; CA Senator (40) Brian Jones; CA Senator (32) Kelly Seyarto; CA Senator (18) Steve
Padilla; Coronado Mayor John Duncan; Del Mar Mayor Terry Gaasterland; Encinitas Mayor Bruce Ehlers; Lemon
Grove Mayor Alysson Snow; Oceanside CA Mayor Esther Sanchez; SD Mayor Todd Gloria; Santee Mayor John
Minto; Chula Vista Mayor John McCann; La Mesa Mayor Mark A.; El Cajon Mayor Bill Wells; Escondido Mayor
Dane White; Vista CA Mayor John Franklin; Carlsbad CA Mayor Keith Blackburn; Solana Beach Mayor Lesa
Heebner; Imperial Beach Mayor Mitch McKay 2025-; San Marcos CA Mayor Rebecca Jones; National City Mayor
Ron Morrison; Mayoral Aide Josie Flores-Clark; Mayor Steve Vaus-Poway; Senator Kevin Kiley California; CA Rep
(75) Marie Waldron; priva.bhat-patel@carlsbadca.gov; CA Rep (76) Brian Maienschein; CA Senator (18) D Steve
Padilla; Alfredo Hueso; GREG ANTHONY; Ron Schubert; Tony Villafranca

Subject: [External] Fwd: Fw: WE DESERVE A DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE PARTY WHERE ALL CAN JOIN IN

Date: Friday, February 13, 2026 9:09:43 PM

Greetings, Newspeople and Readers!

I think McCarthy in the 1960s was right, and his being gagged resulted in today's Democrats
who are open about their being socialists and communists. However, I agree with everything
else Mr. Henkin wrote in his email to all of you below dated Feb 13.

Let us have true inclusion, not the kind that the woke have been pushing via their DEI
programs. Let all join in, not just the anti-conservatives, i.e., the Democrats.

Respectfully,

Andres Wong

Chula Vista

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: <h >

Date: Fri, Feb 13, 2026 at 4:29 PM

Subject: Fw: WE DESERVE A DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE PARTY WHERE
ALL CAN JOIN IN

Dear Newspeople and Readers,

On Tue. Feb. 10, the Board of Supervisors decided to hold a Declaration of
Independence party but amended the agenda item 15 to accept only donations
adhering to their own views.

This reminds me of the California Loyalty Oath controversy, where UC in 1950 made
its employees take an oath, in addition to the California Constitution Article 20 Sec. 3
oath of office, to not support an organization that advocates the overthrow of the US
government (my father was against the extra oath.) However, Sec. 3 adds that no
other oath, declaration, or test, shall be required as a qualification for any public office
or employment (including of the County.) It reminds me of McCarthyism, too.



These movements were rejected, and | do not think we want to go near that slippery
slope again, yet this sounds like a loyalty test.

America was founded on tolerance. Whether there are bumps in the road, like
government violence, or subjective discrimination, or corporate excesses, is not the
issue.

The County’s motto is “The noblest motive is the public good’ — that is service to the
entire County. How can we have public engagement if we shut out people who want
to donate but do not agree with everything its leaders do (which must be a lot of the
County)?

Agenda item 15, which begins the planning, now says ‘accept donations from...only
organizations which demonstrate alignment with the County’s strategic plan and
support for the County’s values of inclusion, equal opportunity, and support for
immigrant communities, LGTBQ+ communities, tribal nations and indigenous groups,
and other historically underserved populations’ which is subjective and sounds pretty
bureaucratic — might even give legitimate groups pause to think about donating to
such an exclusionary party.

So will this be another witch hunt?

Then, for the actual party, they want to ‘incorporate meaningful community
engagement...” with emphasis on the above groups, but then, they want to promote
‘broad and inclusive participation...” anyway. Sounds like unnecessary busywork in
an overworked bureaucracy, and perhaps even an Unvitation.

My suggestion is to repeal the ordinance as amended (agenda item 15) and have a
party untrammeled by the time and expense of singling out specific belief systems,
but have a mandatory lecture and discussion (1/2 hour each) on compromise and
tolerance. Or maybe just repeal and go back to the original without all the ridiculous
loyalty tests.

Let’s heal this County and set an example for others. Let’s not continue an artificial
divide where there should be none.

Regards,
Paul Henkin



From: Gregory Anthony

To: Andres Wong
Cc: CV Live Data Robert Johnson; Menezes, Shandel (NBCUniversal); NBC Jeanette Quezada; "KGTV 10 Olivia

GonzalesBritt; NBC 7 San Diego; CBS News 8 San Diego; KPBS San Diego; KUSI ch 9 San Diego; ABC 10 San
Diego; Fox 5 69 San Diego; News Fox Cable Insider; Carl DeMaio; sdnews.com; La Prensa San Diego; La Prensa
San Diego; San Diego UT Senior Editor; San Diego UT Community Op Ed; Times of San Diego; Voice of San
Diego; Imperial Beach Eagle-Times; Chula Vista Star News; News Chula Vista Today; Editor-The Alpine Sun;
based in El Cajon; East County Magazine; Borrego Springs Sun; KOCT-TV Oceanside; Coronado Times; La Jolla
Light Editor; del mar times; Solana Beach; News Encinitas Advocate; Rancho Santa Fe Review; The Paper Weekly
San Marcos; The Vista Press; Escondido Times-Advocate; Village News; News KOGO Carl DeMaio (Chairman
Reform California KOGO DeMaio Report); News KOGO Carl DeMaio (Chairman Reform California KOGO DeMaio
Report); News Coast News Group; News Fox 5 69 San Diego; News KUSI Logan Byrnes; News KUSI Lauren
Phinney; News KUSI Mark Mathis; News KUSI Paul Rudy; News KUSI Teresa Sardina; News KUSI Diane Tuazon;
News KUSI Ed Lenderman; Lawson-Remer, Terra; BOS, DistrictlCommunity; MontgomerySteppe, Monica;
Supervisor Joel Anderson District 2; Desmond, Jim; FGG, Public Comment; Sen. Padilla Legislative Director:;
Chief of Staff; Leqislative Director; Chief of Staff; Legislative Director; Chief of Staff; Legislative Director; Chief of
Staff; CA Rep (74) Laurie Davis; CA Asmbly Carl DeMaio (75); CA Asmbly Darshana Patel (76); CA Rep (77)
Tasha Boerner-Horvath; CA Rep (78) Christopher Ward; assemblymember.sharpcollins@assembly.ca.gov; CA
Rep (80) David Alvarez; CA Senator (38) Catherine Blakespear; CA Senator (40) Brian Jones; CA Senator (32)
Kelly Seyarto; CA Senator (18) Steve Padilla; Coronado Mayor John Duncan; Del Mar Mayor Terry Gaasterland;
Encinitas Mayor Bruce Ehlers; Lemon Grove Mayor Alysson Snow; Oceanside CA Mayor Esther Sanchez; SD
Mayor Todd Gloria; Santee Mayor John Minto; Chula Vista Mayor John McCann; La Mesa Mayor Mark A.; El Cajon
Mayor Bill Wells; Escondido Mayor Dane White; Vista CA Mayor John Franklin; Carlsbad CA Mayor Keith
Blackburn; Solana Beach Mayor Lesa Heebner; Imperial Beach Mayor Mitch McKay 2025-; San Marcos CA Mayor
Rebecca Jones; National City Mayor Ron Morrison; Mayoral Aide Josie Flores-Clark; Mayor Steve Vaus-Poway;
Senator Kevin Kiley California; CA Rep (75) Marie Waldron; priya.bhat-patel@carlsbadca.gov; CA Rep (76) Brian
Maienschein; CA Senator (18) D Steve Padilla; Alfredo Hueso; Ron Schubert; Tony Villafranca

Subject: [External] Re: Fw: WE DESERVE A DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE PARTY WHERE ALL CAN JOIN IN

Date: Saturday, February 14, 2026 7:53:25 AM

Thanks, Andres - I suppose we, the uninvited, might legitimately invite
ourselves to the party ... but many of us will be working - Celebrating
Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness Every Day! - Greg

On Fri, Feb 13, 2026 at 9:09 PM Andres Wong <_m> wrote:

Greetings, Newspeople and Readers!

I think McCarthy in the 1960s was right, and his being gagged resulted in today's Democrats
who are open about their being socialists and communists. However, I agree with everything
else Mr. Henkin wrote in his email to all of you below dated Feb 13.

Let us have true inclusion, not the kind that the woke have been pushing via their DEI
programs. Let all join in, not just the anti-conservatives, i.e., the Democrats.

Respectfully,

Andres Wong

Chula Vista

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: <h >

Date: Fri, Feb 13, 2026 at 4:29 PM

Subject: Fw: WE DESERVE A DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE PARTY WHERE
ALL CAN JOIN IN

Dear Newspeople and Readers,
On Tue. Feb. 10, the Board of Supervisors decided to hold a Declaration of
Independence party but amended the agenda item 15 to accept only donations

adhering to their own views.

This reminds me of the California Loyalty Oath controversy, where UC in 1950



made its employees take an oath, in addition to the California Constitution Article 20
Sec. 3 oath of office, to not support an organization that advocates the overthrow of
the US government (my father was against the extra oath.) However, Sec. 3 adds
that no other oath, declaration, or test, shall be required as a qualification for any
public office or employment (including of the County.) It reminds me of
McCarthyism, too.

These movements were rejected, and | do not think we want to go near that slippery
slope again, yet this sounds like a loyalty test.

America was founded on tolerance. Whether there are bumps in the road, like
government violence, or subjective discrimination, or corporate excesses, is not the
issue.

The County’s motto is “The noblest motive is the public good’ — that is service to the
entire County. How can we have public engagement if we shut out people who want
to donate but do not agree with everything its leaders do (which must be a lot of the
County)?

Agenda item 15, which begins the planning, now says ‘accept donations from...only
organizations which demonstrate alignment with the County’s strategic plan and
support for the County’s values of inclusion, equal opportunity, and support for
immigrant communities, LGTBQ+ communities, tribal nations and indigenous
groups, and other historically underserved populations’ which is subjective and
sounds pretty bureaucratic — might even give legitimate groups pause to think about
donating to such an exclusionary party.

So will this be another witch hunt?

Then, for the actual party, they want to ‘incorporate meaningful community
engagement...” with emphasis on the above groups, but then, they want to promote
‘broad and inclusive participation...” anyway. Sounds like unnecessary busywork in
an overworked bureaucracy, and perhaps even an Unvitation.

My suggestion is to repeal the ordinance as amended (agenda item 15) and have a
party untrammeled by the time and expense of singling out specific belief systems,
but have a mandatory lecture and discussion (1/2 hour each) on compromise and
tolerance. Or maybe just repeal and go back to the original without all the ridiculous
loyalty tests.

Let’s heal this County and set an example for others. Let’s not continue an artificial
divide where there should be none.

Regards,
Paul Henkin



Greg Jon Anthony
Attorney at law

I

B



From: Joann Antoine

To: FGG, Public Comment
Subject: [External] San Diego Building permits
Date: Saturday, February 21, 2026 10:45:43 AM

These permits are taking o muchoney from the private funds of those trying to build their
homes and causing hardships on those who are trying to build their homes.. They are inGodly
to expensive and there is a time limit ser on them to be done. Most of the people trying to
build must have to hold a job as well as have the time to complete the work required to finish
each step .. The permit times run out and the home builder is forced to pay almost another
$1000 for renewal of that permit.. There should Never be a Time Limit once a permit is paid
for .. people can Not work and try to complete the work required and hold their jobs. Yo earn
the money to build .. UnFair .. 7?



From: Katie Qualman

To: EGG, Public Comment

Subject: [External] Outrageous SDGE prices
Date: Tuesday, February 24, 2026 3:27:37 PM
Attachments: IMG 2051.png

Dear Board of Supervisors,

I am writing as a concerned citizen of the San Diego community. I believe it is time for San
Diego to seriously consider making the electric company in San Diego a non-profit, publicly
controlled utility. This photo is a side-by-side comparison of my electric bill from my condo
with solar power. I used virtually the same amount of electricity in both years' respective
Februarys, but the electric delivery fee has ballooned to over 100% of the cost of 2025's. This
type of fee structure is an abuse of power by SDGE. They are extorting the people of San
Diego County because we have nowhere else to get our power from and no competition. Is
there something the San Diego Board of Supervisors can do to limit the excessive ballooning
of fees that SDGE is charging? These are the things that matter to the average person in San
Diego - please address these concerns!

Sincerely,

Katie iiualman
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From: Heidi Bloom

To: MontgomerySteppe, Monica; FGG, Public Comment; Lawson-Remer, Terra
Cc: Keri Irwin

Subject: [External] Concerns Regarding Oversight of County General Relief Funds
Date: Thursday, February 26, 2026 12:34:21 PM

Heidi Bloom

2/26/25

San Diego County Board of Supervisors
1600 Pacific Highway
San Diego, CA 92101

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,

I am writing as a concerned San Diego County resident regarding the allocation and oversight
of public funds designated for homelessness and General Relief services.

Recent public reporting of county fund mismanagement has already shaken public trust.
Beyond that, I have personally witnessed a troubling cycle that raises serious concerns about
how taxpayer dollars are being distributed and monitored.

I have firsthand observed an individual experiencing homelessness and severe addiction
receive General Relief and CalFresh benefits while actively using intravenous
methamphetamine. This individual was recently hospitalized at UCSD Hillcrest with a serious
heart infection and an infected heart valve directly correlated with IV drug use. He barely
missed the margins of requiring open-heart surgery. After being transferred to a skilled
nursing facility to receive intravenous antibiotics—care that costs thousands of public dollars
—he left treatment within two days, returned to Health and Human Services to obtain a
replacement benefit card, and resumed substance use while homeless.

This situation reflects a broader systemic issue: public funds are being distributed without
sufficient safeguards, accountability, or structured intervention to interrupt the cycle of
addiction, hospitalization, discharge, relapse, and re-enrollment in benefits.

I do not claim to have a singular solution. However, I believe the current approach lacks
adequate checks and balances. Taxpayer funds should be tied to measurable outcomes,
structured case management, and clear pathways toward stability and recovery—not an
ongoing cycle that results in repeated medical crises and continued public expenditure.

I respectfully request:

1. Increased financial oversight and auditing of General Relief funding.

2. Transparent reporting of outcome metrics related to long-term stability and reduced
recidivism.

3. Stronger coordination between Health & Human Services, hospitals, and behavioral health
services to prevent immediate re-entry into the cycle following medical discharge.

4. A review of how General Relief funds are monitored when severe substance use and



documented medical instability are present.

San Diego residents deserve compassionate policies—but also responsible stewardship of
public resources. Accountability and compassion are not mutually exclusive.

I strongly believe that if he passes away because of addiction the county will be responsible
For handing the money any singularly supplies his addiction and his ultimately his death.

I plead with the board of supervisors to look into this immediately!
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Heidi Bloom



From: matthew lorenz

To: Desmond, Jim

Cc: Lawson-Remer, Terra; FGG, Public Comment; Ebony Shelton

Subject: [External] URGENT: Exclusion of San Diego County Residents from LA28 Presale & Funding Disparity
Date: Friday, February 27, 2026 4:45:44 PM

Dear Supervisor Desmond and Members of the Board of Supervisors:

As a San Diego County resident, I am writing to express my deep disappointment regarding
the LA28 Olympic ticket presale and the lack of equitable support for our region.

As a host for the 2028 surfing and soccer competitions, San Diego County is an essential
stakeholder in the Games. However, our residents have been explicitly excluded from the
"Locals Only" ticket presale (April 2—6, 2026), which currently benefits residents of Los
Angeles and four neighboring counties.

A clear disparity in federal support compounds this exclusion. While the federal
government recently approved $1 billion for Olympic security and nearly $95 million for
transportation projects in the Los Angeles area, San Diego County has not received
comparable federal investment to manage the impact of these events on our local
infrastructure and safety.

Despite this lack of federal "host region" funding, San Diego residents are being asked to
accommodate these Games without even being granted the basic "local" status afforded to our
neighbors.

I respectfully request that the Board of Supervisors:

1. Petition the LA28 Organizing Committee to include San Diego County zip codes in the
"Locals Only" presale before the March 18, 2026 registration deadline.

2. Advocate for equitable federal and state resources for San Diego County to help offset
the security and transportation costs of hosting world-class events at Lower Trestles and
Snapdragon Stadium.

Our county is stepping up to host the world, and we deserve to be treated as partners in
the process.

Sincerely,
Matthew Lorenz
92126
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San Diego County Board of Supervisors 212712026
1600 Pacific Highway
San Diego, CA 92101

Dear Chair Lawson-Remer and Members of the Board of Supe_rvisors,

On behalf of The Veterans Art Project, we write to express our strong support for the creation
of the Consumer Fairness and Public Protection Unit (CFPP) within San Diego County.

Our organization serves Veterans, spouses, dependents, active duty and caregivers, and
we see firsthand how residents are harmed when illegal, deceptive, and predatory practices go
unchecked. From financial scams and abusive debt collection to environmental contamination,
housing-related fraud, and bad-faith insurance practices, these harms are real, growing, and too
often fall through the cracks of existing enforcement systems.

We have seen Veterans and active duty individuals fall prey to credit scams including
high interest car loans.

The CFPP represents a timely and necessary response to these challenges. As federal
consumer protection enforcement has weakened and state agencies are stretched thin, local
governments must step forward to protect residents and ensure accountability. Establishing a
dedicated County-based civil enforcement and affirmative litigation unit will allow San Diego
County to proactively address systemic misconduct, recover restitution for harmed residents,
and deter repeat offenders while also promoting fair competition for law-abiding businesses.

We are particularly encouraged that the CFPP is designed to complement, not duplicate, the
work of Legal Aid organizations, community partners, the District Attorney, and state agencies.
By taking on cases that require government enforcement authority, address widespread harm,
or demand systemic remedies, the CFPP will fill a critical gap and strengthen the broader
consumer protection ecosystem in our region.

Importantly, the proposed funding structure ensures that this unit can be launched without
burdening taxpayers, using existing settlement funds and a sustainable recovery model that

reinvests penalties and restitution into continued enforcement and public protection.

San Diego County has an opportunity to lead California by demonstrating that local
governments can and should play a decisive role in protecting residents from corporate
misconduct and unfair practices. The Consumer Fairness and Public Protection Unit is a bold,
responsible, and forward-looking step toward restoring trust, accountability, and economic
fairness.



For these reasons, VETART — The Veterans Art Project respectfully urges the Board of
Supervisors to support and approve the establishment of the Consumer Fairness and Public
Protection Unit.

Thank you for your leadership and your commitment to protecting the health, safety, and
economic security of San Diego County residents.

Sincerely,

Steve Dilley
Executive Director

The Veterans Art Project
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San Diego County Board of Supervisors
1600 Pacific Highway
San Diego, CA 92101

Dear Chair Lawson-Remer and Members of the Board of Supervisors,

On behalf of Serving Seniors, we write to express our strong support for the creation of the Consumer
Fairness and Public Protection Unit (CFPP) within San Diego County.

Our organization serves low-income seniors across San Diego County, and we see firsthand how
residents are harmed when illegal, deceptive, and predatory practices go unchecked. From

financial scams and abusive debt collection to environmental contamination, housing-related fraud, and
bad-faith insurance practices, these harms are real, growing, and too often fall through the cracks of
existing enforcement systems.

One particularly stark example of fraud that is the story of one of our clients shared that they experienced
a landlord scam that resulted in them experiencing a period of homelessness. This is just one story of
many that we have heard over the years.

Additionally, we recently surveyed our clients. Some key findings:
e 58% have been targeted by a scam or fraudulent scheme
e 36% have experienced loss of money or personal information
e 57% support stronger local enforcement
e 70% support more education and outreach

The CFPP represents a timely and necessary response to these challenges. As federal consumer
protection enforcement has weakened and state agencies are stretched thin, local governments must
step forward to protect residents and ensure accountability. Establishing a dedicated County-based civil
enforcement and affirmative litigation unit will allow San Diego County to proactively address systemic
misconduct, recover restitution for harmed residents, and deter repeat offenders while also promoting fair
competition for law-abiding businesses.

We are particularly encouraged that the CFPP is designed to complement, not duplicate, the work of
Legal Aid organizations, community partners, the District Attorney, and state agencies. By taking on
cases that require government enforcement authority, address widespread harm, or demand systemic
remedies, the CFPP will fill a critical gap and strengthen the broader consumer protection ecosystem in
our region.

Executive Committee Board of Directors President and CEO 525 14th Street, Suite 200
Board Chair Governance Chair Desiree Bruce-Lyle Joy Vaccari Melinda Forstey San Diego, CA 92101
Jim Sikora Arlene Prater Lina Ericsson Nancy L. Vaughan

Immediate Past Chair Philanthropy Co-Chairs Willa Fields Kris Virtue 619-235-6572
Mary Gendron J. Scott Brown Melissa Johnson . .

Finance Chair Divya Koura Rob Pedersen www.servingseniors.org
Bobby LaCour Tax ID #95-2850121




San Diego County has an opportunity to lead California by demonstrating that local
governments can and should play a decisive role in protecting residents from corporate
misconduct and unfair practices. The Consumer Fairness and Public Protection Unit is a bold,
responsible, and forward-looking step toward restoring trust, accountability, and economic
fairness.

For these reasons, Serving Seniors respectfully urges the Board of Supervisors to support and
approve the establishment of the Consumer Fairness and Public Protection Unit.

Thank you for your leadership and your commitment to protecting the health, safety, and
economic security of San Diego County residents.

Sincerely,

/ ’,','; Vo &

Melinda Forstey
President/CEO
Serving Seniors





