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From: Dawe, Sarah

To: FGG, Public Comment

Subject: FW: CEDAW Letter of Support
Date: Thursday, April 21, 2022 3:35:14 PM
Attachments: CEDAW Support Letter.pdf

From: Ellias, Sydnie <SEllias@sandiego.gov>

Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 3:28 PM

To: Dawe, Sarah <Sarah.Dawe@sdcounty.ca.gov>

Cc: Macdonald, Lauren <Lauren.Macdonald@sdcounty.ca.gov>; Jackoway, Richard
<RJackoway@sandiego.gov>

Subject: [External] CEDAW Letter of Support

Good afternoon,
Please see attached letter of support from City Attorney Elliott. Have a wonderful rest of your day.

Sydnie Ellias

Confidential Secretary to

City Attorney Mara Elliott and
Chief of Staff Gerry Braun
Office of the City Attorney
1200 Third Avenue, Suite 1620
San Diego, CA 92101

Tel: (619) 533-5605

Fax: (619) 236-7215

Email: sellias@sandiego.gov

PLEASE NOTE: This email is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information protected by the
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE and/or by the ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE. The contents of this email may
include confidential and/or inside information and may be legally privileged or protected and should not be
communicated to or relied upon by any person without express consent of the sender. If you are not the intended
recipient of this communication, you are hereby notified that any unauthorized review, use, dissemination,
distribution, downloading, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have
received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender by reply email, delete the original communication,
and destroy all copies.
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Office of the San Diego City Attorney

Mara W. Ellioft
City Attorney

April 21, 2022

The Hon. Nathan Fletcher
Chairman, County of San Diego
1600 Pacific Hwy

Room 335

San Diego, CA 92101

Re: United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW) - Support

Dear Chairman Fletcher:

As the City Attorney of San Diego, I am pleased to support the County of San Diego’s
implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW). By embracing the principles of CEDAW, we move our region closer to
achieving gender equity and removing the barriers faced by so many women and girls.

The United Nations adopted CEDAW in 1979. To this day, the treaty is the only international
instrument that comprehensively addresses women’s rights within political, civil, cultural, economic,
and social life while proactively seeking to end gender-based discrimination and prevent human rights
violations.

Sadly, the United States is one of just a handful of countries, including Sudan and Iran, that
has failed to ratify this treaty. Where it has been ratified, CEDAW is credited with the development of
citizenship rights in Botswana, inheritance rights in the United Republic of Tanzania, and property
rights and political participation in Costa Rica. CEDAW has fostered the development of domestic
violence laws in Turkey, Nepal, South Africa, and the Republic of Korea and anti-trafficking laws in
Ukraine and Moldova.

The principles espoused in the treaty are consistent with those in U.S. law. Support for
CEDAW reinforces our commitment to enhancing U.S. laws with respect to violence against women,
access to legal protections, and other human rights.

For these reasons, my Office strongly urges that this ordinance be adopted by the County
Board of Supervisors in order to support CEDAW’s laudable mission of creating a more equitable
society, here and abroad.

‘\;Sincerely,
Jheth e (CC 4 E
Mara W. Elliott

San Diego City Attorney

T (619) 238-6220

1200 Third Avenue. Suite 1620 | F{310) 236-T215
San Diego, CAS2101 sandiego.gov
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