
4/16/2026 

San Diego County Board of Supervisors 

1600 Pacific Highway 

San Diego, CA 92101 

Re: Letter of Support for the San Diego County Film Initiative 

Dear Chair and Members of the Board of Supervisors, 

On behalf of the Chula Vista Entertainment Company, I am writing to express our strong 
support for the establishment of the San Diego County Film Initiative, including the creation of 
a San Diego County Film Commission, a staffed Film Office, and a competitive local 
incentive program to help attract and retain film, television, commercial, streaming, and digital 
media production in our region. 

San Diego County has all of the core ingredients needed to compete in this space. We have 
world-class locations, a deep and growing creative workforce, strong labor and industry 
partners, educational institutions, small businesses, hospitality infrastructure, and communities 
that are eager to participate in a stronger local production economy. What we have lacked is a 
coordinated countywide structure to support, market, and grow this industry at the scale it 
deserves. 

A formal Film Commission and Film Office would help bring consistency, strategy, and 
accountability to regional film efforts. Together, these entities would improve coordination across 
jurisdictions, streamline communication, support production attraction and retention, and provide 
the infrastructure needed to make San Diego County more film-friendly and business-ready. 

A local incentive program is also an important part of that strategy. Other regions across 
California and the country are actively investing in this industry because they understand that 
production drives real economic activity. Film and television production generates spending 
across a wide range of sectors, including hotels, restaurants, transportation, construction, 
rentals, retail, post-production, catering, public services, and skilled labor. These are not 
abstract benefits. They translate into jobs, local business revenue, workforce opportunity, and 
broader economic visibility for the region. 

Meeting Date: April 21, 2026 
Agenda Item No. 20 
Batch No. 02



For San Diego County, this initiative represents more than a film policy. It is an economic 
development strategy. It is an opportunity to create jobs, support local vendors, strengthen 
career pathways, elevate regional identity, and position San Diego as a serious destination for 
production. It also creates the framework to better connect industry growth with workforce 
development, community benefit, and long-term regional planning. 

We believe this is the right moment for the County to act. With the proper structure in place, San 
Diego can begin building a more competitive, coordinated, and sustainable production economy 
that benefits workers, businesses, institutions, and communities throughout the region. 

The Chula Vista Entertainment Company proudly supports the San Diego County Film 
Initiative and urges the County of San Diego to move forward with establishing the Film 
Commission, Film Office, and related production attraction tools needed to make this vision a 
reality. 

Thank you for your leadership and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Aaron David Roberts 

CEO/Founder 

Chula Vista Entertainment Company 

aaron@chulavistaec.com 

760-443-7894 

 



 

04/14/2026 

San Diego County Board of Supervisors 

1600 Pacific Highway 

San Diego, CA 92101 

Re: Letter of Support for the San Diego County Film Initiative 

Dear Chair and Members of the Board of Supervisors, 

I have owned and operated the San Diego-based lighting and grip company, Available 

Light here since 1998II have worked at length with the San Diego production 

community, as well as the previous San Diego Film Commission.  

I am writing to express my strong support for the establishment of the San Diego 

County Film Initiative, including the creation of a new San Diego County Film 

Commission, a staffed Film Office, and a competitive local incentive program to 

help attract and retain film, television, commercial, streaming, and digital media 

production in our region. 

San Diego County has all of the core ingredients needed to compete in this space. We 

have world-class locations, a deep and growing creative workforce, strong labor and 

industry partners, educational institutions, small businesses, hospitality infrastructure, 

and communities that are eager to participate in a stronger local production economy. 

What we have lacked is a coordinated countywide structure to support, market, and 

grow this industry at the scale it deserves. 

A formal Film Commission and Film Office would help bring consistency, strategy, 

and accountability to regional film efforts. Together, these entities would improve 

coordination across jurisdictions, streamline communication, support production 

attraction and retention, and provide the infrastructure needed to make San Diego 

County more film-friendly and business-ready. 

A local incentive program is also an important part of that strategy. Other regions 

across California and the country are actively investing in this industry because they 

understand that production drives real economic activity. Film and television 

production generates spending across a wide range of sectors, including hotels, 

restaurants, transportation, construction, rentals, retail, post-production, catering, 

public services, and skilled labor. These are not abstract benefits. They translate into 



jobs, local business revenue, workforce opportunity, and broader economic visibility 

for the region. 

For San Diego County, this initiative represents more than a film policy. It is an 

economic development strategy. It is an opportunity to create jobs, support local 

vendors, strengthen career pathways, elevate regional identity, and position San Diego 

as a serious destination for film production. It also creates the framework to better 

connect industry growth with workforce development, community benefit, and long-

term regional planning. 

We believe this is the right moment for the County to act. With the proper structure in 

place, San Diego can begin building a more competitive, coordinated, and sustainable 

production economy that benefits workers, businesses, institutions, and communities 

throughout the region. 

Available Light proudly supports the San Diego County Film Initiative and urges the 

County of San Diego to move forward with establishing the Film Commission, Film 

Office, and related production attraction tools needed to make this vision a reality. 

Thank you for your leadership and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

James JT Teiper 

Owner/Operator 

Available Light 

1-760-505-1605 

JTeiper@AvailableLightAndGrip.com 



 
 



 

April 14 2026  

San Diego County Board of Supervisors 

1600 Pacific Highway 

San Diego, CA 92101 

Re: Letter of Support for the San Diego County Film Initiative 

Dear Chair and Members of the Board of Supervisors, 

On behalf of Casa Sur Hacienda, I am writing to express our strong support for the 
establishment of the San Diego County Film Initiative, including the creation of a San Diego 
County Film Commission, a staffed Film Office, and a competitive local incentive program 
to help attract and retain film, television, commercial, streaming, and digital media production in 
our region. 

San Diego County has all of the core ingredients needed to compete in this space. We have 
world-class locations, a deep and growing creative workforce, strong labor and industry 
partners, educational institutions, small businesses, hospitality infrastructure, and communities 
that are eager to participate in a stronger local production economy. What we have lacked is a 
coordinated countywide structure to support, market, and grow this industry at the scale it 
deserves. 

A formal Film Commission and Film Office would help bring consistency, strategy, and 
accountability to regional film efforts. Together, these entities would improve coordination across 
jurisdictions, streamline communication, support production attraction and retention, and provide 
the infrastructure needed to make San Diego County more film-friendly and business-ready. 

A local incentive program is also an important part of that strategy. Other regions across 
California and the country are actively investing in this industry because they understand that 
production drives real economic activity. Film and television production generates spending 
across a wide range of sectors, including hotels, restaurants, transportation, construction, 
rentals, retail, post-production, catering, public services, and skilled labor. These are not 
abstract benefits. They translate into jobs, local business revenue, workforce opportunity, and 
broader economic visibility for the region. 



For San Diego County, this initiative represents more than a film policy. It is an economic 
development strategy. It is an opportunity to create jobs, support local vendors, strengthen 
career pathways, elevate regional identity, and position San Diego as a serious destination for 
production. It also creates the framework to better connect industry growth with workforce 
development, community benefit, and long-term regional planning. 

We believe this is the right moment for the County to act. With the proper structure in place, San 
Diego can begin building a more competitive, coordinated, and sustainable production economy 
that benefits workers, businesses, institutions, and communities throughout the region. 

[Organization Name] proudly supports the San Diego County Film Initiative and urges the 
County of San Diego to move forward with establishing the Film Commission, Film Office, and 
related production attraction tools needed to make this vision a reality. 

Thank you for your leadership and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

Ricky Ricardo Villa 

Casa Sur Hacienda Founder  

729 2nd Avenue Chula Vista California 91910 

646-526-3545 

Hola@CasaSur.Club 
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April 14, 2026 

San Diego County Board of Supervisors 
1600 Pacific Highway 
San Diego, CA 92101 

Re: Letter of Support for the San Diego County Film Initiative 

Dear Chair and Members of the Board of Supervisors, 

On behalf of the California IATSE Council, I am writing to express our strong support for the establishment of the San 
Diego County Film Initiative, including the creation of a San Diego County Film Commission, a staffed Film Office, and 
a competitive local incentive program to help attract and retain film, television, commercial, streaming, and digital 
media production in our region. 

San Diego County has all of the core ingredients needed to compete in this space. We have world-class locations, a 
deep and growing creative workforce, strong labor and industry partners, educational institutions, small businesses, 
hospitality infrastructure, and communities that are eager to participate in a stronger local production economy. 
What we have lacked is a coordinated county wide structure to support, market, and grow this industry at the scale it 
deserves. 

A formal Film Commission and Film Office would help bring consistency, strategy, and accountability to regional film 
efforts. Together, these entities would improve coordination across jurisdictions, streamline communication, support 
production attraction and retention, and provide the infrastructure needed to make San Diego County more film-
friendly and business-ready. 

A local incentive program is also an important part of that strategy. Other regions across California and the country 
are actively investing in this industry because they understand that production drives real economic activity. Film and 
television production generates spending across a wide range of sectors, including hotels, restaurants, 
transportation, construction, rentals, retail, post-production, catering, public services, and skilled labor. These are 
not abstract benefits. They translate into jobs, local business revenue, workforce opportunity, and broader economic 
visibility for the region. 

For San Diego County, this initiative represents more than a film policy. It is an economic development strategy. It is 
an opportunity to create jobs, support local vendors, strengthen career pathways, elevate regional identity, and 
position San Diego as a serious destination for production. It also creates the framework to better connect industry 
growth with workforce development, community benefit, and long-term regional planning.



California IATSE Council 

We believe this is the right moment for the County to act. With the proper structure in place, San Diego can begin 
building a more competitive, coordinated, and sustainable production economy that benefits workers, businesses, 
institutions, and communities throughout the region. 

[Organization Name] proudly supports the San Diego County Film Initiative and urges the County of San Diego to 
move forward with establishing the Film Commission, Film Office, and related production attraction tools needed to 
make this vision a reality. 

Thank you for your leadership and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Brigitta Romanov 
President 
California IATSE Council 
bromanov@cdgia.com 
818.848.2800 x1 



April 15, 2026

San Diego County Board of Supervisors
1600 Pacific Highway
San Diego, CA 92101

Re: Letter of Support for the San Diego County Film Initiative

Dear Chair and Members of the Board of Supervisors,

On behalf of the San Diego & Imperial Counties Labor Council, AFL-CIO (SDICLC), I am writing to express 
our strong support for the establishment of the San Diego County Film Initiative, including the creation of a 
San Diego County Film Commission, a staffed Film Office, and a competitive local incentive program to help 
attract, grow, and retain film, television, commercial, streaming, and digital media production in our region.

San Diego County has all of the core ingredients needed to compete in this space. We have world-class 
locations, a deep and growing creative workforce, strong labor and industry partners, educational 
institutions, small businesses, hospitality infrastructure, and communities that are eager to participate in a 
stronger local production economy. What we have lacked is a coordinated countywide structure to support, 
market, and grow this industry at the scale it deserves.

A formal Film Commission and Film Office would help bring consistency, strategy, and accountability to 
regional film efforts. Together, these entities would improve coordination across jurisdictions, streamline 
communication, support production attraction, growth, and retention, and provide the infrastructure needed 
to make San Diego County more film-friendly and business-ready.

A local incentive program is also an important part of that strategy. Other regions across California and 
the country are actively investing in this industry because they understand that production drives real 
economic activity. Film and television production generates spending across a wide range of sectors, 
including hotels, restaurants, transportation, construction, rentals, retail, post-production, catering, public 
services, and skilled labor. These are not abstract benefits. They translate into jobs, local business revenue, 
workforce opportunity, and broader economic visibility for the region.

For San Diego County, this initiative represents more than a film policy. It is an economic development 
strategy. It is an opportunity to create jobs, support local vendors, strengthen career pathways, elevate 
regional identity, and position San Diego as a serious destination for production. It also creates the 
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framework to better connect industry growth with workforce development, community benefit, and long-
term regional planning.

We believe this is the right moment for the County to act. With the proper structure in place, San Diego can 
begin building a more competitive, coordinated, and sustainable production economy that benefits workers, 
businesses, institutions, and communities throughout the region.

The SDICLC proudly supports the San Diego County Film Initiative and urges the County of San Diego to 
move forward with establishing the Film Commission, Film Office, and related production attraction tools 
needed to make this vision a reality.

Thank you for your leadership and consideration.

In Solidarity,

Brigette Browning
President, San Diego & Imperial Counties Labor Council, AFL-CIO

3737 Camino del Rio South, Suite 403, San Diego, CA 92108  •  (619) 228-8101  •  unionyes.org 
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April 14, 2026  
 
San Diego County Board of Supervisors 
1600 Pacific Highway 
San Diego, CA 92101 

Re: Letter of Support for the San Diego County Film Initiative 

Dear Chair and Members of the Board of Supervisors, 

On behalf of the Entertainment Union Coalition, representing 167,000 women and men who work in 
California, we are writing to express our strong support for the establishment of the San Diego County 
Film Initiative, which includes the creation of a San Diego County Film Commission, a staffed Film 
Office, and a competitive local incentive program to help attract and retain film, television, commercial, 
streaming, and digital media production in our region. 

San Diego County has in the past been a very desirable location for shooting film and television 
productions, with a range of wonderful locations, a creative workforce, strong labor and industry partners, 
educational institutions, small businesses, hospitality infrastructure, and communities that are eager to 
participate in a stronger local production economy. What the city has lacked in recent years, is a 
coordinated countywide structure to support, market, and grow our industry.   

As we have seen in other communities across the state, a formal Film Commission and Film Office would 
help bring consistency, strategy, and accountability to regional film efforts. Together, these entities would 
improve coordination across jurisdictions, streamline communication, support production attraction and 
retention, and provide the infrastructure needed to make San Diego County more film-friendly and 
business-ready. 

A local incentive program is also an important part of that strategy. Other regions across California and 
the country are actively investing in this industry because they understand that production drives real 
economic activity. Film and television production generates spending across a wide range of sectors, 
including hotels, restaurants, transportation, construction, rentals, retail, post-production, catering, public 
services, and skilled labor. These are not abstract benefits. They translate into jobs, local business 
revenue, workforce opportunity, and broader economic visibility for the region. 

For San Diego County, this initiative represents more than a film policy. It is an economic development 
strategy because it is an investment in the local economy. It is an opportunity to create jobs, support local 
vendors, strengthen career pathways, elevate regional identity, and position San Diego as a serious 
destination for production. It also creates the framework to better connect industry growth with workforce 
development, community benefit, and long-term regional planning. 

We believe this is the right moment for the County to act. With the proper structure in place, San Diego 
can begin building a more competitive, coordinated, and sustainable production economy that benefits 
workers, businesses, institutions, and communities throughout the region. 



The Entertainment Union Coalition supports the San Diego County Film Initiative and hopes the County 
of San Diego will move forward with establishing the Film Commission, Film Office, and related 
production attraction tools needed to make this vision a reality. 

Thank you for your leadership and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Rebecca Rhine 
President, Entertainment Union Coalition 
 











 

 

April 13, 2026 
 
 
San Diego County Board of Supervisors 
1600 Pacific Highway 
San Diego, CA 92101 
 
Re: Letter of Support for the San Diego County Film Initiative 
 
 
Dear Chair and Members of the Board of Supervisors, 

On behalf of Local 600, I am writing to express our strong support for the 
establishment of the San Diego County Film Initiative, including the creation 
of a San Diego County Film Commission, a staffed Film Office, and a 
competitive local incentive program to help attract and retain film, 
television, commercial, streaming, and digital media production in our 
region. 

San Diego County has all of the core ingredients needed to compete in this 
space. We have world-class locations, a deep and growing creative 
workforce, strong labor and industry partners, educational institutions, small 
businesses, hospitality infrastructure, and communities that are eager to 
participate in a stronger local production economy. What we have lacked is a 
coordinated countywide structure to support, market, and grow this industry 
at the scale it deserves. 

A formal Film Commission and Film Office would help bring consistency, 
strategy, and accountability to regional film efforts. Together, these entities 
would improve coordination across jurisdictions, streamline communication, 
support production attraction and retention, and provide the infrastructure 
needed to make San Diego County more film-friendly and business-ready. 

A local incentive program is also an important part of that strategy. Other 
regions across California and the country are actively investing in this 
industry because they understand that production drives real economic 
activity. Film and television production generates spending across a wide 
range of sectors, including hotels, restaurants, transportation, construction, 
rentals, retail, post-production, catering, public services, and skilled labor. 
These are not abstract benefits. They translate into jobs, local business 
revenue, workforce opportunity, and broader economic visibility for the 
region. 

 



 

 

 

For San Diego County, this initiative represents more than a film policy. It is 
an economic development strategy. It is an opportunity to create jobs, 
support local vendors, strengthen career pathways, elevate regional identity, 
and position San Diego as a serious destination for production. It also creates 
the framework to better connect industry growth with workforce 
development, community benefit, and long-term regional planning. 

We believe this is the right moment for the County to act. With the proper 
structure in place, San Diego can begin building a more competitive, 
coordinated, and sustainable production economy that benefits workers, 
businesses, institutions, and communities throughout the region. 

Local 600 proudly supports the San Diego County Film Initiative and urges the 
County of San Diego to move forward with establishing the Film Commission, 
Film Office, and related production attraction tools needed to make this 
vision a reality. 

Thank you for your leadership and consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Alex Tonisson 
National Executive Director 
ICG, Local 600 
atonisson@icg600.com 
(323)876-0160 
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