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Item #27: Return Back on Options for Establishing a Safety Net
Bridge Program to Address Anticipated Gaps in Services for

Residents Disenrolled from Benefit Programs and Authorize
Implementation Planning for a Safety Net Bridge Program Pilot

Elizabeth Hernandez, PhD, Interim Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, Health and Human Services Agency
Jamie Beam, MPA, Director, Medical Care Services, Health and Human Services Agency
Eden Brukman, Chief Sustainability Officer, Office of Sustainability and Environmental Justice

March 24, 2026
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Adults Ages 40-64 Subject to Medi-Cal Work Requirements
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Jote: Count of people per ZIP code used the following criteria: Aid Code = M1, between 40-64 years old, and ZIP code is recipient’s provided physical address. Recipients
1sing a Family Resource Center (FRC) as their address (primarily people experiencing homelessness) were combined with the associated physical ZIP code of that FRC.
Aedi-Cal recipients active January 2026.

Source: County of San Diego, Health and Human Services Agency, Self Sufficiency Services. CalSAWS. February 27, 2026.
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Food Access Options

Add cold storage capacity

Designate or retrofit space for

nonperishable food storage

Expand existing food
distribution events
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Food Access Options

Purchase or lease a
refrigerated truck

Help local partners expand
nonperishable food storage
and/or cold storage capability




Recommendations

1. Receive the Safety Net Bridge Feasibility Analysis Report.

2. Authorize the Chief Administrative Officer to develop an
Implementation Plan based on the Safety Net Bridge Feasibility
Analysis Report to develop a pilot in one or more ZIP Codes
identified as high-need areas where Medi-Cal disenroliment is
most likely, and return to the Board within 180 days for any
authorization and appropriations needed for pilot
implementation.
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