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Stephanie Ortega
Location: 92123, San Diego
Submitted At:  3:23pm 11-18-25

Promises2Kids is a local nonprofit, founded in 1981, with a mission to create to brighter future for foster children
in San Diego County.  We have supported and continue to support foster children who have or currently reside at
San Pasqual Academy.  We support creating a space for community voice, especially lived experience voice, to
inform decisions, and we look forward to supporting and participating in this effort.

Jeff Wiemann
Location: 92123, San Diego
Submitted At:  8:53pm 11-17-25

Federal, state, and local policies have shifted toward keeping children safely with their families instead of
removing them into foster care—and that’s the right approach. But these changes mean we need to rethink how
we use resources like San Pasqual Academy. Equity matters: every child in foster care deserves access to the
right placement and the right level of support. Yet last fiscal year, the entire 238-acre campus served just 49
youth, at a cost far exceeding most, if not all, other placement options. That raises tough questions about
sustainability and fairness. This review isn’t about eliminating choices—it’s about ensuring our programs reflect
today’s realities, maximize impact, and balance compassion with fiscal responsibility. Every dollar matters, but so
does every child and every family. By engaging stakeholders, we can design and implement a system that
delivers equitable, effective care for foster youth and their families.

Paul Henkin
Location: 91902, Bonita
Submitted At:  1:42pm 11-13-25

Are we talking about more reliance on home-based care for foster kids like Arabella McCormack who was
starved, beaten, and tackled roughly by her Border Patrol father and churchworker Mom?  Child Welfare and
Child Protective Services need a personnel audit by an independent auditor.

Between that and the Polinsky Center abuses, you need to restore trust in your handling of Foster kids before you



place them with anyone but their family.

And you probably should interview the Foster Kids separately from the service providers and other stakeholders
since they are more likely to tell the full story in that setting, as Audra and many social workers could tell you.


